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ALLOUEZ BOARD OF APPEALS 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2015 
5:15 P.M., ALLOUEZ VILLAGE HALL 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

Chairperson Jaekels called the meeting to order at 5:23 pm 

Present: Jaekels, Ewald, Straughan, Kornowske 
Also Present: Fuller, Lange, Baenen 
Excused: Kapla 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM 03/16/15  

Kornowske / Ewald moved to approve minutes dated March 16, 2015.  Motion 
carried. 

PETITION OF DAN ROARTY (Architect / Owner Rep) REQUESTING A 25’ VARIANCE FROM THE 

FRONT YARD SETBACK WHEN CONSTRUCTING A RESIDENCE (Village Ordinance 11.05(C)(1), 

On every lot in an "A" Residence District there shall be a front yard having a depth of not less 

than 30 feet) AND A VARIANCE TO REMOVE AND PLANT VEGETATION IN PUBLIC SPACE WHEN 

LANDSCAPING SAID RESIDENCE AT 2606 RIVER LANE (Village Ordinance 4.04(A), It shall be 

unlawful for any person to remove, destroy, cut, deface, or injure any tree existing on any public 

place in the Village or for any person to attach any rope, wire, chain, sign or any other device to 

any tree on any public place in this Village; Village Ordinance 4.04(B), It shall be unlawful for any 

person to plant, prune, fertilize or spray any tree or shrub existing on any public place in the 

Village, or to authorize or cause the same to be done, without having first obtained permission 

from the Village Board to do so). 

A hearing was held to consider the request for a 25’ variance from the front yard setback 

when constructing a residence and a variance to remove and plant vegetation in public 

space when landscaping said residence at 2606 River Lane. 

Roarty provided a power point showing the property owners vision for the property and 

explained the variance requests.  

- Unnecessary Hardship 

o Invasive species in village right-of-way would be detrimental to their 

comprehensive landscaping plan.   

- Unique Property Limitations: 

o River and Environmentally Sensitive Area reduces effective building area.  

There are 5 properties on River Lane and the 30’ on this property differs from 

others. 

- Protection of the Public Interest 
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o Eradication of invasive species and provide restorative native plant 

environment / landscaping.  

Property owners, Dave and Chris Hemstreet were also present to answer questions. 

Discussion: 

- Proposed plan includes a single story home with basement and 3 stall garage 

- Environmentally sensitive areas on the property (construction is not allowed   

       in those areas)  

- The change would match the front setback of the property to the south   

- Variance allows them to overlay their landscaping plan and control invasive species  

       from taking over that public space (allows them to eradicate, plant and maintain)  

- 30’ setback is required / 25’ of the right-of-way plus 5’ on their property 

- Home could be moved to the west and built with a 2 stall garage to comply   

- Retaining wall / fill / water drainage   

- Implied setbacks for the homes to the north are similar to what they have proposed  

- Ultimately the Hemstreets would like to ask the village to consider allowing the 25’ of  

 land be transferred to them (request vacation of that strip of property).  Because that  

 process takes so much longer, they are requesting the variance to allow them to move  

 forward with construction of their home in the spring. 

- Are there any utilities in the ground on the west side of the street?  /  

       Can that portion be vacated? 

- If the properties to the south decided to transfer their 25’ of frontage to the village and  

 the village then decided to widen the street, the vegetation would have to be removed  

 and the garage would be 5’ from the street. 

- With a variance, the village could still utilize that as a right-of-way in the future 

- What is the reason for the street currently going from 25’ in front of two parcels and  

 then going to 50’ wide 

 

Variance Standards: 

- Unnecessary Hardship 

o It’s very peculiar in that the parcels next to it have a difference in setbacks.  It 

appears to be treated differently than the parcels to the north and south.   

- Unique Property Limitations: 

o Unique because of the environmentally sensitive area and also the topography 

of the lot to the north.  Would be in the best interest of all to keep the potential 

greenspace, drainage area and water ponds to protect the integrity of the river 

and the sensitivity.     

- Protection of the Public Interest 

o There would be no adverse impact to the public interest seeing that there still 

would be 30’ to work with if the village had to replace a watermain.    
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Kornowske / Straughan moved to approve the 25’ variance for the front yard 

setback when constructing the residence.  Motion carried. 

Discussion: 

- include 2 conditions to variance to remove and plant vegetation in public space: 

 - that the variance will not inhibit the ability of the village to make use of that  

  property as a right of way 

 - the owner has to work with the Parks, Rec and Forestry Department of the  

  Village and coordinate the plantings with them (sharing and developing the  

  landscaping plan with the Park Departments review)  

Ewald / Kornowske moved to grant the variance with the 2 conditions discussed 

above.  Motion carried. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- none 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ewald / Kornowske moved to adjourn at 6:30 pm.  Motion carried. 

 
Minutes submitted by Debbie Baenen, Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 


